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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ L97 and 1.98, Applicants submit herewith Form PTO-1449, "Information 
Disclosure Statement." The present application is a continuation application of U.S. Application No. 
09/185,393, filed November 3, 1998, which is a divisional application of U.S. Application No. 08/703,398, 
filed August 26. 1996 (now U.S. Patent No. 6,126,908, issued October 3, 2000). Accordingly, copies of 
patents, publications, or other information previously cited by the Examiner or submitted to the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office in the prior applications are not provided pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 

The Examiner is requested to consider carefully the complete text of the enclosed references in 
connection with the examination of this application. It is requested that the listed references be made of 
record and included in the "References Cited" portion of any patent issuing from this application. 

Since this Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first Official Action on die merits, no 
fee is necessary. Please charge any fee associated with this Communication to our Deposit Account No. 23- 
0280. 

Respe ctfully sub mitted. 

Dated: May 3, 2001 

Robert^. Diehl, Reg. No. 35,118 
Customer No. 26851 
Wallenstein & Wagner, Ltd. 
31 1 S, Wacker Drive, 53rd Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6622 
(312)554.3300 

CERTinCATE OF MAILING (37 CF.R. S 1.8a) 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is, on the dale shown below, being deposited with the United States PosiaJ Service as first class maiJ. postage 
prepaid, in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner of Patents. Washington, D.C. 20231 on May 3, 2001. 
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